MISHNA STUDY For JACK ZEV REICHMAN z&

The editors hope to publish studies in honor and in memory of Jack once perdmangthe coming year.

Issue Numbet, Shva6767/Januan2007—for all issueshtttp://www.methodm.com/jzr/

NOTE ABOUT SPELLING OF MISHNA (OR MISHNAH)
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1 The plural of mishnais mishnayot The Mishnais divided into six orders and each order into
many tractates. Each tractate contains many mishnayot

GETTING STARTED ON TRACTATE EDUYOT

Each order of the Mishna focuses on a particular area, such as commercial law, or family law. Each
tractate within an order zeroes in on particular sub-areas. Although the Mishna does tend to digress, the
tractate that we will be studying is all digression. Tractate Eduyot (literally the tractate of testimonies) is a
collection of mishnayot covering very diverse topics where the common thread is that various individuals
testified in the study hall regarding what they heard and saw regarding various laws.

The background to Tractate Eduyot is a dispute regarding the very nature of learning and study in our
tradition, embodied by the very different policies of Rabban Gamliel of Yavne and Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria.

At the beit midrash(study hall) in Yavne, Rabban Gamliel of Yavne (Hebrew: s ” *i4-1{ [ %) ¥
posted a guard who limited entry to those students whose outward actions accurately reflected
their innermost self. Putting aside the question of how the guard could possibly gauge the inner
nature of the applicants, the fundamental approach of Rabban Gamliel is to limit entry to an elite
cadre.

When Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria replaced Rabban Gamliel, he immediately invited all to enter the
beit midrashand removed the mysterious guard. The immediate result was an influx of new
students.

Tractate Eduyot is a compilation of the various testimonies collected when the doors of the beit midrash
were opened to all.

9y 2dzaK Ay G NER R dzO béit iirdshourfelGesi a@diget & WarkS NJ G K S

Suggestions for More Reading:
9 Overview to the Mishna: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah

I Some portions of the Mishna are available on-line at the Wikisource Open Mishnah
t NB2SOGd I SNB Aa | tAy] G2 ¢oKFGQa F@FHAfFO6ES ¥
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Mishnah/Seder Nezikin/Tractate Eduyot
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CHAPTER 1, MISHNA 3

Chapter 1, Mishnah 3 Hillel said, a full hin of drawn water voids the R T R 2N N RV T
mikve(ritual bath). Hillel uses the term hin A H N s x ST 4
[instead of 12 lug, orthree kabin,which R S RS A
would be a more conventional use of LA e K LT

language in the Mishna] because he is

mikve.

The rabbis said, neither opinion is convincing
and they were unable to rule until two
weavers came from the Dung Gate in
Jerusalem and testified in the name of
Shmaya and Avtalyon that three lug of
drawn water void the mikve.The rabbis
ruled according to the testimony of the two
weavers.
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quoting from his teachers. . X - ‘IAS.{NI—\,; ; 1 X
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Shammai said nine kabin [36 lug] [void the § d ++51 x+ XX: f‘sf : - e 4: .

Background| Weaver was considered a low status profession, and the weavers in this Mishna
came from the poorest part of Jerusalem ¢ the Dung Gate. Nonetheless, the
rabbis accepted their testimony.

Chapter 1, Mishna 4 And why do they record the words of ted9x 4. 4.9 ¢
Shammai and Hillel when they are not Lo exs, kDR
followed? To teach the coming generations 1. sx . X1 x 1 «s
that none should persist in his opinions for I o UL RS T S
look, the 'fathers of the world' did not persist
in their opinion.

Background| In the third Mishna, some say that even the great Hillel and Shammai changed
their opinions after hearing the poor weavers. This is even more impressive
since Hillel was the start pupil of Shmaya and Avtalyon. So, the third Mishna is a
lesson by example in intellectual humility, as well as a lesson in the specific issue
of how much drawn water voids a mikve

RABBI AND RABBAN C A NOTE ON TITLES APPLIED IN THE MISHNA

From Wikipedia:

Rabban was a higher title than Rabbi, given to the Nasi starting with Rabban Gamliel Hazaken. The title
was confined to the descendants of Hillel, the sole exception being Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, the
leader of the Jews in Jerusalem during the siege of Jerusalem, who tried to save the future of the Jewish
people by pleading with Vespasian.

Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria, who was also Nasi, is not given this title, perhaps because he only held the
position of Nasi for a short while and it eventually reverted to the descendants of Hillel.

Prior to Rabban Gamliel Hazaken, no titles were used before someone's name; as the Talmud says, Gadol
MiRabban Shmo (greater then the title Rabban is his own name). For this reason Hillel has no title before
his name: his name in itself is his title, just as Moses and Abraham have no titles before their names.

X @tarting with Rabbi (that is Rabbi Yehuda Ha-Nasi), not even the Nasi is given the title Rabban, but
instead, Rabbi is given the lofty title Rabbeinu Hakadosh (our holy teacher and master).
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