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TRACTATE MEGILLA

The Daf Yomi is currently studying tractate Megilla which includes discussion of Purim and the Book of
Esther. The Gemara elaborates on the Mishna and frequently digresses, as shall we in this issue.

About the Daf Yomi and Suggestions for More Reading:

Jack was a member of a Daf Yomi study group, a daily course of study to complete the entire
Babylonian Talmud by studying a double sided page each and every day. Students of the Daf
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I For more about the Daf Yomi: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daf Yomi.

Highlight from each R | &&¥:&ww.steinsaltz.org/dynamic/DafYomi.asp
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9 English language Daf Yomi resource: dafyomi.shemayisrael.co.il/#archives

CAN THE MEGILLA (AND THE TORA) BE READ WHILE SITTING?

Chapter 3, Mishna 1 | The Megilla may be read sitting or standingX ® | LS e Y s,

Background| The Mishna continues with a discussion of laws pertaining to Tora reading. The

Gemara opens by noting that unlike the Megilla, the Tora must be read standing.
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Gemara, Page 21a The law is different for Tora reading. How do icd, A47s” s,
we know? Rabbi Abahu says from the verse P ¥ b L hox
"You, stand here with Me" (Devarim 5:27). 1! VI G

Background| The Hebrew words for "stand" and "with me" share the same three letter root.
So much for readingTora. But in what position should you studyTora?/ 2 y (i A
Gemara, Page 21a From the days of Moses until the days of Rabbi L~ de Yy T X, 0"
Shimon ben Gamliel (RSb"G) Tora was only box . ~u1~ s
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studied standing. After the death of RSb"G
illness fell upon the world and Tora was
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studied sitting.

Food for thought| When RSbh"G was the nasia guard was posted who limited entry to the study hall
to students whose outward actions accurately reflected their innermost self.
When Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria took over he removed the entry requirements and
400 new benches were required. Study while sitting had become acceptable.
Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav writes that standing in study is similar to ecstatic
bonding to G-d (dvekul in prayer and suggests the hidden or mystical Tora. After

the death of RSb"G his students could not longer reach the hidden Tora .

One verse says (Devarim 9:9) "and | saton the OE X )X X I
mount" while the other (Devarim 10:10) says (G Il I e
"and | stood on the mount". Rav explained, box . N
standing for learning; sitting for studying. LS X

Gemara, Page 21a

x X

Background| Rav resolves the contradiction by explaining that Moses stood for initial
explanations but sat for the more complex portions of his 40 day sojourn on
Mount Sinai.

Why could G-d not have arranged for Moses to stand even for intense study? After
all, Moses did without food or water for 40 days! | heard the following answer:

Tora study ¢ even with divine assistance ¢ always requires intense human effort.
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HEDONISM AS A LIFESTYLE CHOICE IN THE MEGILLA

Gemara, Page 12a The students asked Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai s R
(RSb"Y): "Why did the Jews of the generation )
deserve destruction?€ "You tell me", he o
answered. They replied, "because they
participated in the banquet of the evil one ~ o~ o~
[Achashverosh]." "If so, only those in Shushan
should be killed; not Jews worldwide."

Discussion| RSb"Y rejects attributing the sin to participation in the banquet on a technicality ¢
what waswrong | not all the Jews participated in the banquet. He seems, however, to accept the
with enjoying the| student argument that participation was in fact a grievous sin. If this is the case,
banque® | what was the sin?

Explanation| din this society no one works, no one has any concern for making a livingX How
proposed byrRabbi| many tens of thousands of people have to slave away, day and night, in order to
Aharon | allow this corrupt body of ministers, satraps and governors to maintain this
Lichtensteirf: | wanton behavior for half a year?é

The claim against Israel 6because they partook of the banquet of the evil one,£ is
based on Gabsorption into a society of continuous pleasure,€ a society Gcompletely
removed from creative labor, manualwor] | YR | OUAGAGE XD 3
here of islands of pleasure within the context of creative existence, but rather of
'y SEA&GSYOS sK2aS S44SyO0S | yR T2dz
A person who holds the view that every excess and every pleasure is permitted -
so long as it doesn't run counter to the laws of kosher foods or the laws of mixing
meat and milk - is making a fatal mistake.&

MISSING DIALOG IN THE MEGILLA

The Gemara relates that when Haman came to dress Mordechai in the royal garments and lead him on
the royal horse, he found Mordechai teaching the laws of Kemitzah (the less than a handful of flour
offered for a sacrifice). The Gemara fills us in on some of the dialog not reported in the Megilla.

Gemara, Page 16 Haman: "a handful of your flour overwhelmed S BN NN RYTEURI S DR
ten thousand blocks of my sliver" v, Al s e 4T X

!
Haman: "dress in these garments and ride on XCHS T s R Xsa L
the king's horse ". s Ao~ Ldod X Ax
Mordechai: "First | must bathe ¢ it would not LS e YR B B R
be polite to wear royal garments unwashed". el e e B8 X g

©ld Tk XX

In the meantime,| The Gemara informs us that Esther ordered all the bathhouse attendants and
Queen Esther. | barbers home for the day and Haman needed to bath and barber Mordechai.

Gemara, Page 21a OWhy are you sighing,€ asked Mordechai. oo T A s S o
Haman replied, & was the most important man cles A sos sy
to the king and now | am a bathhouse S A4 ¥ s x "X

attendant and barberé€. o AX

More missing dialog The Gemara provides much more of the missing dialog. Go study! (And enjoy.)

! Likutei Moharan 22.

? "Because They Partook of the Feast of the Wicked One", a lecture by Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein (delivered on Purim 5750). Full text
available from the Virtual Beit Midrash: http://www.vbm-torah.org/
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